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12 Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels N

e.g., the illusions of the jurists, politicians (including the practical statesmen), from
the dogmatic dreamings and distortions of these fellows; this is explained perfectly
easily from their practical position in life, their job, and the division of labour.

[35] Whilst in ordinary life every shopkeeper® is very well able to distinguish Amv I mm.—“o _\V\ O.ﬁ .—”—)-m mc Umv_.—”m —\—)_

between what somebody professes to be and what he really is, our historiography

reryahing o3t e ot ot o)l s word and belives chat Classes; (ii) The Concept
of “ldeology"”; (iii) Cultural

Themes: Ideological Material

Notes

1 [Marginal note by Marx:] (Universality corresponds to 1) the class versus the estate, 2)
the competition, world intercourse, etc., 3) the great numerical strength of the ruling
class, 4) the illusion of the common interests, in the beginning this illusion is true, 5) the A ] 3

) . s s nton ram.
delusion of the ideologists and the division of labour.) 0o o
2 [Marginal note by Marx:] Man=the “thinking human spirit™.

(i} History of the Subaltern Classes

Methodological Criteria

The historical unity of the ruling classes is realised in the State, and their history is
essentially the history of States and of groups of States. But it would be wrong to
think that this unity is simply juridical and political (though such forms of unity
do have their importance too, and not in a purely formal sense); the fundamental
historical unity, concretely, results from the organic relations between State or
political society and “civil socicty”.!

- The subaltern classes, by definition, are not unified and cannot unite until they are
able to become a “State”: their history, therefore, is intertwined with that of civil
society, and thereby with the history of States and groups of States. Hence it is
necessary to study: 1. the objective formation of the subaltern social groups, by the
developments and transformations occurring in the sphere of economic production;
their quantitative diffusion and their origins in pre-existing social groups, whose
mentality, ideology and aims they conserve for a time; 2. their active or passive
affiliation to the dominant political formations, their attempts to influence the
programmes of these formations in order to press claims of their own, and the

(i and ii) From Antonio Gramsci, “History of the subaltern classes” and “The concept of ‘ideo-
logy.”” In Quintin Hoare and Geoffrey Nowell Smith (eds. and trans.), Selections from the Prison
Notebooks of Antonio Gramsci, pp. 52-3, 57-8, and 375-7. New York: International Publishers,
1971. (iii) From Antonio Gramsci, “Cultural themes: Ideological material.” In David Forgacs and
Geoffrey Nowell-Smith (eds.), Antonio Gramsci: Selections from Cultural Writings, pp. 389-90.
P Translated by William Boelhower. London: Lawrence and Wishart, 1985. © 1985 by Lawrence and
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